
Good morning! We appreciate your joining our worship family, and we invite you to 
sign our guest book. If you are looking for an altar at which to commune, please speak 
to the pastor beforehand. He will be happy to provide you with the information you 
would want and need. 

 

Sunday family worship: 8:00 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.  Bible class: 9:30 A.M. 

 
Today's Worship 

“Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11). 
 

Greeting and prayer: 
 
Invocation: 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Activity committees revision 
The activity committees have been revised. Check the posted list for your committee and when it will be 
serving. 

Christmas Eve invitation 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church (Detroit, MI) is organizing a virtual Christmas Eve “mini program” open to any 
CLC children who wish to participate. The program will consist of a children’s reading of Luke 2 and 
singing of “Away in a Manger” plus a short Christmas message from our Pastor. To participate all you 
need to do is submit a video clip of your child(ren) saying their “part” in the program (selected from Luke 
2) before December 3. We will edit together all of the submitted clips into one short video (<10 minutes 
long). We will share the video with you by Christmas Eve for you to enjoy and share with your friends and 
family. The program is open to any child who is a member at one of our sister congregations in the Church 
of the Lutheran Confession. For more information and to sign up to participate, please fill out this simple 
registration and consent form: https://bit.ly/3m2XSGz.   
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 December Ushers Cleaning Teams  
12/12-12/18 

1st service: 
T. Koch 
B. Lillo Church: Whiting, Ackerman 

2nd service: 
A. Mueller 
M. Gescheidle 
 

School: 
Stewart, Garvens, 
Williams 

Advent 
services: 

J. Mueller 
K. Winters   

Fruits of Faith Last Week: To Date: 

Budgetary Offerings: $7,492.00 $197,694.00 

Budgetary Needs: $6,502.00 $143,044.00 

Over (Under) Budget: $990.00 $54,650.00 

Missions: $280.00 $2,770.00 

MDF: $80.00 $2,140.00 

Kinship: $130.00 $2,665.00 

Benevolence Fund: $665.00  

CDSIF: $100.00  

MSAF: $250.00  

60th Anniversary Fund: $50.00  

Attendance Last Sunday: 52,33 
Thanksgiving: 50 

Bible Readings: 
12/6 

Ezra 3,4 
1 John 5 

12/7 
Hag 1,2 
2 John 

12/8 
Zech 1,2,3,4 
3 John 

12/9 
Zech 5,6,7,8 
Jude 

12/10 
Zech 9,10 
Rev 1 

12/11 
Zech 11,12 
Rev 2 

12/12 
Zech 13,14 
Rev 3,4 

Prepare the 
way of the 

Lord! 
 
 
 
 

 



Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Closing hymn: Forever with the Lord 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
The “other” catechism 
When we think of a catechism we normally have in mind Luther’s 
Small Catechism which he wrote for parents and teachers to use 
in the instruction of the young. But Luther also wrote the Large 
Catechism which treats the six chief parts of Christian doctrine in 
greater detail. We will be looking at the Large Catechism in our 
Sunday morning Bible class beginning today. Everyone is 
welcome. 
Letter received... 
Dear members of Messiah: On Sunday, November 29, I received 
your call to serve as principal and teacher in your Christian day 
school. I am thankful for the Gospel work in your midst and 
appreciate the opportunity to consider serving among you. I pray 
the LORD would bless my deliberations and humbly request your 
prayers as well. I also welcome any comments you would like to 
share. Yours in Christ, Paul Tiefel III (715-869-3733, 
paul.tiefel@ecmessiah.org). 
New issue of Daily Rest 
The next quarter’s issue of Daily Rest is available on the table 
outside the sanctuary. Take one home today. 

A great gift! 
A new ILC Tour Choir CD Worthy is the Lamb has just been 
released. It is a compilation of pieces sung by the 2016-2019 
choirs. Copies will be available by the Wednesday Advent 
service. They can also be ordered directly from ILC. The cost 
is $12 or two for $20. 

Professor gifts 
One way by which we praise God and express our thanks for the 
gift of His Son is through our gifts of love to others. With that in mind, we would like to gather a gift for 
the 12 professors who serve our church body at Immanuel Lutheran High School, College, and Seminary 
in Eau Claire. Monetary gifts may be placed in the designated box on the hall counter. Make checks out to 
“Messiah.” The deadline is Dec. 20. 

 

P: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C: and illumine Your Church. 
 
 

 Hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway  
 
 

Confession and Absolution: 
P: Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our Baptism into Christ, we confess our sins to 
God in the full assurance of the gift of forgiveness by the all-sufficient sacrifice of His 
Son. 
C: O God, from the wilderness of lives disfigured and crushed by the devil, our own 
sin, and the sins of others, we cry out to You for the forgiveness of our sins, those 
that trouble us, as well as those of which we are not aware. Restore our life and 
faith for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
P: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of the Word 
announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Looking 

Ahead… 

DTuesday: 
7:00 A.M: School staff. 
5:30 P.M: Bd. of Property. 
6:30 P.M: Bd. of Education. 

DWednesday: 
7:00 P.M: Bible class. 

DThursday: 
6:30 P.M: Bd. of Elders. 

DSeptember 17th: 
6:30 P.M: Church 
Council. 

Wednesday  
Advent Service 

 
Advent Directions: 

Look! 

 



Prayer: 
P: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Advent candle verse: 
   We light the Advent candle 
   And thank the Lord for rest. 
   With peace, we know our Jesus 
   Has come to be our guest. 
   This peace beyond all knowing 
   Within our hearts is glowing. 
   We wait with growing light 
   Till God makes all things right! 
 
 

Old Testament lesson:  
Isaiah 40:1-11….Our comfort is in the Word of God which stands forever. 
   “Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” says your God. Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and 
cry out to her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has 
received from the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.” 
   The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every 
mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough 
places smooth; the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
   The voice said, “Cry out!” And he said, “What shall I cry?” 
   “All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands 
forever.” 
   O Zion, you who bring good tidings, get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, you 
who bring good tidings, lift up your voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say to 
the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
   Behold, the Lord GOD shall come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him; 
behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him. He will feed His flock like a 
shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and 
gently lead those who are with young. 
 
 

Communion hymn:  The Infant Priest W as Holy Born  
 

 

 

 
 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 
7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

 
© 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013843. 
 

 
 

The Distribution  
 

 
Nunc Dimittis:  
 O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace, 
 For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 
 A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 
 The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 
 All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, 
 All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three-in-One; 
 For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 
 God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 
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The Service of the Sacrament 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, the Mightier One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit so that all may come to 
You in the forgiveness of sins by the cleansing of His blood shed for the life of the 
world. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Words of Institution: 

Gospel lesson:  
Mark 1:1-8….The power of John’s baptism was in the Mightier One who would 
follow him. 
   The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 
Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way 
before You.” “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
LORD; make His paths straight.’” 
   John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him 
and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than 
I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you 
with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 
The Nicene Creed:  
   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things 
were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end.   
  
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: Comfort, Comfort, Y e My People 
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Sermon: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
   But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance. 
   But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the 
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 
   Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you 
to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements 
will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
   Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in 
peace, without spot and blameless. 

 
Don’t Forget the Day of the Lord 

I. Remember it could be today. 
II. Remember what is next. 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Responsive Prayer of the Church 
Pastor: plain type 
Cong: underlined, boldface type 
 
Dear Lord God, whose Word stands forever true as our comfort and salvation: At this 
time of year we easily become overwhelmed by all we need to do or want to do. We 
forget what is eternally important. We forget that You are always there to help, 
rescue, and provide. We forget the Day of the Lord and what it means for our daily 
lives. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Through the Spirit’s work as we read and hear Your Word, strengthen our trust in Your 
promises, calm our anxieties, and fill our hearts with peace and joy. Help us to order 
our priorities correctly and to always look forward to worshiping You together 
with fellow believers. By Jesus’ body and blood in the Sacrament, nourish and refresh 
our souls for the path ahead. Move us to freely and gladly share the news of Jesus’ 
coming in Bethlehem and at the end of time. 
 
We pray also for those who have contracted COVID. Grant them relief and healing 
according to Your will. Bless healthcare workers who minister  to the ill and even 
put themselves in danger to help others. Protect them from harm. 
 
Please guide Mr. Paul Tiefel III as he considers the divine call we extended to him last 
week to serve as principal and upper grade teacher in our Christian day school. We 
pray that You will lead him to accept the call. But above all, we ask that Your  will 
be done, for Your ways and thoughts are higher than ours and are always good. 
 
Receive our offerings and direct their use for the furthering of Your kingdom during 
this time of Your grace. We praise You for your patience toward us and all the world. 
 
Each day may we remember that our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. Clothed in Jesus’ righteousness, may we reflect His love toward all people. 
We look forward with growing anticipation to His coming. In His name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
 
Hymn: A Multitude Comes from the East and the W est 
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