Announcements
Today

The children will meet in the church for Christmas Eve rehearsal at
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class meets in the multi-purpose room.

Staying in touch

Sunday and midweek services are always available for streaming
on YouTube. Just type Messiah Hales Corners YouTube into the
search bar. Services can also be accessed via our website:
www.messiahhalescorners.com. Contact Pastor at
meichsta@gmail.com to sign up for the Saturday note and other
congregational news.
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Advent 3

Good morning and welcome to our visitors! We appreciate your joining our worship family
this morning, and we invite you to sign our guest book. If you would like more information
about our church, please contact the pastor at 414-427-9337.

Sunday family worship...8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Intergenerational Sunday School...9:30 a.m.

Today's Worship

“The peace of God.. will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7).
Greeting and prayer:
Hymn: Arise, O Christian People
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

Looking
Ahead…
DTuesday:
7:00 A.M: School staff.
7:00 P.M: Adult information.

DWednesday:

7:00 P.M: Advent service.
Calls: Pastor Sam R odebaugh, Winter Haven, FL has r etur ned DNext Sunday:
the call to Living Savior, Eden Prairie, MN. Pastor Del Maas, 12:00 P.M: Public school
Mapleton, ND has returned the call extended to him by Redeemer, confirmation class.
Bowdle and Zion, Ipswich, SD.
DDecember 24th:
Project KINSHIP: As endeavor s to spr ead the Gospel over seas 6:00 P.M: Christmas Eve
continue to increase, so do our opportunities to support these service.
efforts. Of the current 113 overseas seminary students, there are
currently five students that do not have stateside sponsors. Please DDecember 25th:
consider becoming a sponsor through the CLC KINSHIP program. 9:00 and 10:30 A.M:
The cost for this particular sponsorship is $35/month ($420/year). Christmas Day song
There will also be sponsorship opportunities for the overseas service.
orphan population in the near future and KINSHIP would welcome
folks who are willing to be put on the “wait list” for those
sponsorships. These sponsorships require a similar financial
commitment. Contact is Dan Roehl (danroehl@hotmail.com or
507-381-2042).
Nominations for ILC Professor: The following nominations
have been received to fill the professorship vacated by the
impending retirement of Professor John Reim at the end of the
2020-21 academic year: Pastors Paul Krause, Neal Radichel,
Rob Sauers, and David Schaller. All comments from members
Listen!
of CLC congregations regarding these candidates are to be
received by email or letter no later than midnight December
29, 2020 (letters postmarked December 24, 2020) to: Mr.
James Burkhardt; 217 Windy Lane; Rockwall, TX 75087; email: jeb6217@yahoo.com.
ILC Christmas Concert: The concer t will be held Friday, December 18 at 7:00 pm. Because of the mild
forecast for Friday, the concert will be held outside on the hillside next to the gym. Guests are encouraged
to bring their own chairs. Because of the considerable space we have outdoors, it will be open to the
public.
2021 CLC Mission Helper Trip to Nepal : With an application deadline quickly approaching and still so
much uncertainty concerning international travel, vaccination requirements and availability, and
government restrictions on gatherings in Nepal due to the pandemic, the decision has been made to cancel
the 2021 trip that was tentatively scheduled for July with the prayer that things will be back to normal
enough by this time next year to make plans for 2022.

Wednesday
Advent Service

Advent Directions:
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Cleaning Teams
11/28-12/4

November Ushers
1st service:

K. Abrahamson
S. Beske

Church:

Brown, Braun

2nd service:

T. Fletcher
L. Fletcher

School:

M. Mueller, Quade

C. Blue

Thanksgiving M. Weibye
R. Braun
services:

REJOICE
in the LORD

H. Davis

Fruits of Faith

Last Week:

To Date:

Budgetary Offerings:

$3,852.00

$187,972.00

Budgetary Needs:

$6,502.00

$130,040.00

($2,650.00)

$57,932.00

Over (Under) Budget:

Bible Readings:
11/22

Ezk 18,19
2 Tim 3

11/23

Ezk 20,21
2 Tim 4

11/24

Ezk 22,23
1 Peter 1

11/25

Ezk 24,25,26
1 Peter 2

11/26

Ezk 27,28,29
1 Peter 3

Missions:

$0.00

$2,390.00

MDF:

$50.00

$1,000.00

Kinship:

$270.00

$2,535.00

Messiah Student Aid
Fund:

$20.00

11/27

Ezk 30,31,32
1 Peter 4

Benevolence Fund:

$115.00

11/28

Ezk 33,34
1 Peter 5

Attendance Last Sunday: 38, 20
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by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version® of the Holy Bible, ©1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. CCLI copyright license: 20299861, CCLI streaming license:
20299878.

ALWAYS!

P: For our pastors and teachers, synodical leaders, and missionaries, that they proclaim
with faithfulness and clarity the true light of the gospel in all they do, let us pray to the
Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the government and all who have been placed into positions of leadership, that
they use the authority entrusted to them honorably for the good of all, and that all
citizens respect and obey them, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that God’s
great mercy and love preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those who are sick, especially those in ICU beds across the country, that God
grant healing to their bodies and strength to bear their infirmities with patience and
grace; for healthcare workers that God protect and bless them for their work’s sake; for
medical facilities that God provide the supplies and space to treat their patients, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve
Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His
mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful by nature. In countless
ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will.
C: Amen.

P: For those who rejoice in the rich gifts of God, that they always remember the Giver of
every good and perfect gift for body and soul and glorify His name, let us pray to the
Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound

Prayer of the Day

Benediction:
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen.

P: Lord Jesus Christ, true Light of the world, abide with us that we may rejoice in
Your gracious presence, pray to You in every need, and give thanks for all Your
blessings; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

Closing hymn: The Advent of Our King
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God’s Christmas Trees
I. Broken and repentant
II. Decorated and joyful
III. Displayed for His glory

Advent candle verse:
We light the Advent candle And sing with cheerful heart.
With joy, we spread the message—A blessing to impart.
Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending.
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right!

Epistle lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Joy at all times is a gift from God “in Christ Jesus.”
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good.
Abstain from every form of evil.
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul,
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is
faithful, who also will do it.

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ and for all people in their circumstances in life.
(minute of silence)

P: For the Holy Christian Church throughout the world that God would grant all
believers true lasting joy in Jesus Christ, born as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world; that God guard and defend us from all temptations of the devil, the
world, and our sinful nature, which would rob us of our joy, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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HOLY BAPTISM
(second service)

Julian Jay Barthels
Born: December 3, 2020

Baptized: December 13, 2020

We shall all faithfully speak in testimony of the forgiveness of sin and the birth of the life of faith
which God our Father bestows in and through Baptism.

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Congre: I do renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God the Father almighty?
C: Yes, I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Sermon: Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good
tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable
year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console
those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.”…
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth
brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.”
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Gospel lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28

Apostles’ Creed (first service)

We have the word of an eyewitness verifying that Jesus is the promised Messiah.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to
bear witness of that Light….
Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
And he answered, “No.”
Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What
do you say about yourself?”
He said, “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way of the LORD,”’ as
the prophet Isaiah said.”
Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, “Why then do
you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom
you do not know. It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am
not worthy to loose.” These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

Hymn (second service): O Blessed Spring

P: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. Alleluia!
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