
Welcome to our visitors! We appreciate your joining our worship family this morning, 
and we invite you to sign our guest book. If you would like more information about our 
church, please contact the pastor at 414-427-9337. 

Sunday family worship...8:00 and 10:45 A.M.  Bible class...9:30 A.M. 

 
Today's Worship 

“The mystery of godliness is great...He appeared in a body” (1 Tim. 3:16). 
 

Greeting and prayer: 
Invocation: 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation,  
C: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your 
people Israel. Alleluia! 
 
P: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 
C: You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 
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Giving Opportunities
Below is a list of the various funds and their purposes to which we can contribute and help support the 
proclamation of the gospel both locally and around the world. 

 

CLC funds 
General fund: Offer ings to missions suppor t the day-to-day operations of both the CLC mission 
program and Immanuel Lutheran College.  Messiah has made missions contributions a part of our regular 
budget. 
Mission Development Fund (MDF): This fund suppor ts mission projects which are normally 
limited-term, such as buying Bibles and Catechisms, roofing foreign churches, and purchasing 
motorcycles and bicycles for pastors. 
Immanuel Improvement Fund (IIF): Money in this fund is used for  major  campus maintenance 
projects, as well as other needs which are not part of the regular operating budget. 
ILC Student Aid: This fund provides loans and grants to students in both the high school and 
college departments.  The fund is available to all ILC students synod-wide, not just those from Messiah. 
ILC Building Fund: The fund was established for  the construction of an academic center .  There is 
a continuing need for contributions to pay the mortgage. 
Kinship: This fund suppor ts orphans and seminary students in both Afr ica and India. It has also 
provided disaster relief for our overseas brothers and sisters. 

 
Messiah funds 

General offerings: Offer ings to the general fund suppor t the major ity of our  programs, as well as 
maintain our buildings and property.  Our CLC missions contributions also come from the general fund. 
Messiah Student Aid Fund (MSAF): This fund directly assists families who are members of 
Messiah by offering tuition aid for children attending Immanuel Lutheran High School or College.  Once 
a year the available funds are applied to the accounts of Messiah members at ILC. 
Christian Day School Improvement Fund (CDSIF): Money received into this fund is used to 
purchase items useful to the school which are not covered by the regular budget. 
Benevolence Fund: Funds are used to help with the mater ial needs of others, and ar e distr ibuted at 
the discretion of the pastor and elders.
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 January Ushers Cleaning Teams   
1/2-1/8 

1st service: 
J. Rodebaugh 
M. Weibye Church: Gerbitz, D. Mueller 

2nd  
service: 

D. Albrecht  
M. Traub 
 

School: Blue 

New Year’s 
Eve: 

J. Mueller 
K. Winters   

Bible Readings: 
12/27 

Neh 7,8,9 
Rev 18 

12/28 
Neh 10,11 
Rev 19 

12/29 
Neh 12,13 
Rev 20 

12/30 
Mal 1,2 
Rev 21 

12/31 
Mal 3,4 
Rev 22 

1/1 

Gen 1:1-2:25 
Matt 1:1-2:12 
Ps 1:1-6 
Prov 1:1-6 

1/2 

Gen 3:1-4:26 
Matt 2:13-3:6 
Ps 2:1-12 
Prov 1:7-9 

Fruits of 
Faith 

Last Week: To Date: 

Budgetary Offerings: $25,011.00 $234,35700 

Budgetary Needs: $6,502.00 $162,550.00 

Over (Under) Budget: $18,509.00 $71,807.00 

Sunday School: $1.25 $1.25 

Missions: $0.00 $3,170.00 

ILC Building Fund: $50.00 $280.00 

MDF: $55.00 $2,280.00 

Kinship: $595.00 $3,315.00 

ILCSAF: $100.00 $875.00 

MSAF: $25.00  

Benevolence Fund: $95.00  

Attendance Last Sunday: 59, 39 
 

Let  

the  

PEACE  

of Christ  

rule in  

your hearts  
(Col. 3:15)  

  



Announcements 
 
Help appreciated 
The carpeting throughout the building will be cleaned tomorrow 
morning. Help is needed today to move furniture onto the hard 
floors. 
A new beginning with the Lord 
What better way to enter a new year than in the Lord’s house 
thanking Him for past blessings and seeking His grace for the 
future. Our Communion service is at 7 p.m. Thursday. 

Letter received 
Dear Members of Messiah: After prayerful consideration, I have 
decided to accept your call to serve as principal and teacher in your 
Christian day school. I am humbled by this opportunity and pray 
our LORD would bless me with the wisdom and understanding to 
faithfully serve among you. Your thoughts and prayers during my 
consideration of this call were very much appreciated. Please 
continue to remember Messiah in Eau Claire in your prayers as 
they look to our Heavenly Father to provide for their needs. Yours 
In Christ, Paul Tiefel III  

New year’s resolutions? 
Have you made any resolutions for the new year? A new calendar 
year can be a great time to get back into daily Bible reading. The 
readings printed in the weekly bulletin are made up of an Old 
Testament passage, a New Testament reading, along with a Psalms and Proverbs lesson for each day. In 
the course of the year the plan covers the entire Bible.  
Holy Communion opportunities 
We continue to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month. You may also contact 
Pastor and schedule private Communion. If you would like to receive the Sacrament at home in 
connection with our online services, contact Pastor for the elements of bread and wine. 
  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 
C: my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
 
 

Hymn: O Come, All Y e Faithful 
 
 

Confession and Absolution: 
P: As people redeemed by the Lord, let us make confession of our sins to God, our 
heavenly Father. 
C: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent of 
having sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have left undone those 
things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought not to have done. 
We have not lived our lives fully in the freedom won for us by our Lord. We have 
not always shared the bounty You have given us as stewards of Your creation. We 
sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask for Your grace and forgiveness in 
Jesus, our Savior. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what 
is sinful in our lives that each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to the 
glory of Your holy name.  
 
P: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation through the atoning sacrifice of His 
beloved Son. As a called servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Looking 

Ahead… 

DTuesday: 
7:00 P.M: Adult information. 

DThursday: 
7:00 P.M: New Year’s Eve 
service with Lord’s Supper. 

DNext Sunday: 
Lord’s Supper. 

DJanuary 5th: 
5:45 P.M: Bd. of Property. 

DJanuary 7th: 
6:30 P.M: Bd. of Elders. 

DJanuary 24th: 
12:00 P.M: Quarterly 
voters meeting. 



Prayer: 
P: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
 
Old Testament lesson:  
Isaiah 45:20-25….There are many idols in the world, but only one true God who 
gives us righteousness in Jesus. 
   “Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you who have escaped from the 
nations. They have no knowledge, who carry the wood of their carved image, and pray 
to a god that cannot save. Tell and bring forth your case; yes, let them take counsel 
together. Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? 
Have not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; 
there is none besides Me. 
   “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other. I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, 
and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath. 
He shall say, ‘Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength. To Him men shall 
come, and all shall be ashamed who are incensed against Him. In the LORD all the 
descendants of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory.’” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing prayer: 
P: Dear Father in heaven, thank You for enlightening our hearts and uplifting our spirits 
with Your Word today. Help us going forward to put our full trust in You for 
forgiveness, salvation, and daily direction for our lives. In Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen.  
 

 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Closing hymn: Angels From the Realms of Glory 
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Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: plain type 
Cong: underlined, boldface type 
 

Dear Lord God, who so loved us that You gave Your only begotten Son as Your most 
precious gift to a sinful world: 
 
We thank You for the opportunities this past week to hear again the news of a Savior 
born in Bethlehem who is Christ the Lord. In Jesus we see Your promises fulfilled, 
peace restored, and new purpose given to our lives. 
 
May we always treasure the forgiveness Jesus came to win for us as our greatest gift. 
May we never take it for granted, but instead eagerly share the saving message with 
everyone. May our love for Jesus be evident in kindness, forgiveness, and patience 
toward family, co-workers, classmates, and even strangers we meet. 
 
We pray for the gift of Your presence for those who serve in law enforcement and in 
the military to protect our communities and nation that we may live in peace and safety. 
Heal those who are sick and assure them that with You all things are possible and that 
You will never leave them or forsake them. Grant safe travels to all those returning 
home from Christmas visits to family and friends. 
 
Lord Jesus, You were born in order that You might die for sins and give us new life. 
We pray, comfort the family of Jake Busse, brother of Messiah member Lisa Weaver, 
whom You called from this earth last Thursday. In times of loneliness, let them know 
Your presence and love. Provide them with Chr istian fr iends to help bear  their  
burden of grief. You Yourself endured death and rose again, and thereby defeated death 
for us all. Because You live, we know that Jake too lives with You now in glory, 
while his body awaits the resurrection. We look forward to the blessed reunion of all 
believers on the last day. 
 
Receive our offerings for Your work among us and around the world. May our gifts to 
You always come from Christ-filled hearts of faith. 
 
Grant us Christmas joy throughout the week ahead. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
Hymn: In His Temple Now Behold Him  
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Epistle lesson:  
Colossians 3:12-17….The apostle urges us to put on our “Christmas clothes” every 
day. 
   Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, 
if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must 
do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  
   And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one 
body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God  

 
 
Sermon: Luke 2:25-40 
    And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And 
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of 
the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are 
letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen 
Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring 
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” 
   And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 
Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is 

destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken 
against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.” 
   Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her 
virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart 
from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming 
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem. 
   So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 

 
   

IT’S STILL CHRISTMAS  
I. The promise of God-with-us 

II. The peace of salvation 
III. The purpose of living in Christ 
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