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New Year’s Eve

There is a Time for Everything….This is the Time!

All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to
count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with You.
(Ps. 139:16-18)
Psalm 90:1–12
Pastor:
Cong:

Pastor:
Cong:

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and
the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.
You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” For
a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past,
or as a watch in the night.
You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass
that is renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is
renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
For we are brought to an end by Your anger; by Your wrath we
are dismayed. You have set our iniquities before You, our secret
sins in the light of Your presence.
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Prayer

P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the year now past, especially for the good we
were permitted to give and to receive. The year is now past, and we commit it to You.
We entrust to You the new year and rest in Your peace, for You are our help, and You
neither slumber nor sleep. Hear us for the sake of Your name.
C: Amen.
P: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping
C: that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn: O R ejoice, Y e Christians L oudly

All the days
ordained for me

were written
in your book before

one of them
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House,
License #000013843, Onelicense.net, #A-720270, or Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part
1 © 2017 CPH. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are
from the English Standard Version® , ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Pub-

11

came to be

(Ps. 139:16)

Communion hymn: T he Infant Priest W as Holy Born

Pastor:

Cong:

For all our days pass away under Your wrath; we bring our years to an
end like a sigh. The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of
strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone,
and we fly away.
Who considers the power of Your anger, and Your wrath according
to the fear of You? So teach us to number our days that we may get a
heart of wisdom.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Hymn: Jesus! Name of W ondrous Love
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The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.
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With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.
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The Distribution:

9

2

Confession Faith:

(Augsburg Confession: Article III)
I believe that the Word--that is, the Son of God--took on man's nature in the womb
of the blessed virgin Mary. So there are two natures, divine and human,
inseparably conjoined in the unity of His person, one Christ, true God and true
man, who was born of the virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and
buried, that He might reconcile the Father to us and be a sacrifice not only for
original guilt but also for all actual sins of men. He also descended into hell, and on
the third day truly rose again. Afterward He ascended into heaven to sit on the
right hand of the Father, forever reign and have dominion over all creatures, and
sanctify those who believe in Him by sending the Holy Spirit into their hearts to
rule, comfort, and quicken them and defend them against the devil and the power
of sin. The same Christ will openly come again to judge the living and the dead.
Amen.

I. This is the time to thank God
for His grace in the past.

Text: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
P: There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to
refrain,
a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

Prayer:

P: Lord, this past year is a sad commentary on us and our world. We have fallen far
short of Your glory. Along with all people, we have sinned against Your holy will.
C: “Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love
remember me, for you are good, O LORD” (Ps. 25:6-7).
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III. This is the time to prepare for eternity.

Text: Ecclesiastes 3:14
P: I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and
nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.

Prayer:

P: Lord, in the days ahead show us what You would have us do. Fill our lives with
purpose. May we reflect Your love to all around us. Give us opportunities to tell of Your
love, that many others may follow You in faith through the years of this life to the
eternal home You have prepared in heaven.

C: “May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our
hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands” (Ps. 90:17).

Lord’s Prayer
Confession of Sins:

P: God of the Ages:
C: We earnestly desire Your presence among us on the threshold of this new year.
Yet, our sins would prevent us from entering Your presence and approaching Your
throne. We therefore confess before You our sinful nature, as well as the sins we
have committed in thought, word, and deed. For the sake of Jesus Christ who gave
His body and shed His blood for us all, forgive us, dear Father, and strengthen us
by Your Word and Spirit to press on until we see You in glory. Amen.
P: The God of the Ages has sent His only-begotten Son to die for you, and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Therefore, as we begin this new year, I gladly announce the
grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Words of Institution
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Sermon: Isaiah 50:4-9

Hymn: Our God, Our Help in A ges Past

Christ’s Resolutions Are Your Solution
I. He resolved to keep His Father’s laws.
II. He resolved to pay the world’s debt.
III. He resolved to end His people’s weariness.
(Guest speaker: Seminary student Drew Naumann)

Hymn: T he A ncient L aw Departs
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II. This is the Time to treasure the present.

Hymn: Jesus, R efuge of the W eary

Text: Ecclesiastes 3:9-13
P: What does the worker gain from his toil? I have seen the burden God has laid on
men. He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts
of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.
I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they
live. That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil--this is the gift
of God.

Prayer:

P: Lord, no matter what comes in the year ahead, whether trials or joys, routine days or
memorable times, we know that all is well, for Jesus is our Savior who has given us His
righteousness and taken away our guilt by His sacrifice on the cross.
C: “I trust in you, O LORD; I say, ‘You are my God.’ My times are in your hands;
deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me” (Ps. 31:14-15).
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