Announcements
Thank you!

We thank all those who brought the news of Jesus’ birth in song to
the residents of two senior housing facilities last Sunday evening.

Next Sunday

The final rehearsals for Christmas Eve will be held next Sunday, Dec. 19.
The children will practice at 9:15 a.m. A lunch will be served after second
service to the children and adults participating in the Christmas Eve
program. Following lunch, another brief rehearsal will be held. Families
with children in the program are asked to bring a plate of cookies to share.
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Sermon podcasts

In addition to our usual online streaming of services, sermons are now
available as podcasts. Search for Messiah HC sermons on Spotify,
Amazon Music, Stitcher, etc. Or go to the podcast app of your choice,
copy and paste: https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/1891821.rss
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Advent 3

Welcome to our visitors! We appreciate your joining our worship family this morning,
and we invite you to sign our guest book. If you would like more information about our
church, please contact the pastor at 414-427-9337.
Sunday family worship...8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school...9:15 a.m. Bible class...9:30 a.m.

Today's Worship

“A cheerful heart is good medicine” (Prov. 17:22).
Greeting and prayer:
Invocation:

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and
exult with all your heart.
C: The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall
never again fear evil.

DWednesday:

A choral service featuring the choirs of Immanuel Lutheran High School,
College, and Seminary will be live-streamed Friday, December 17, 2021
at 7:30 pm Central Standard Time from Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau
Claire, WI. To watch, go to www.eauclairemessiah.com and click on the
"Live Stream" button (lower left). If you miss the live stream, a replay will
be available to view for one week following the concert. This year’s theme
is The Martin Luther Christmas Book and will feature songs of the
season along with devotional readings selected from Luther’s
Christmas sermons.
Teacher Ross Kok of Holy Cross Lutheran School, Phoenix, AZ,
has received the call to be the upper grade teacher of Grace
Lutheran School, Valentine, NE.
Pastor Paul Krause of Trinity Lutheran Church, Watertown, SD
and Zion Lutheran Church, Hidewood Township, SD, has been
called to Ascension Lutheran Church, Tacoma, WA.

9:15 A.M: Christmas Eve
rehearsal.
12:00 P.M: Public school
confirmation class.
7:00 P.M: Bd. of Education.

One way by which we praise God and express our thanks for the gift of
His Son is through our gifts of love to others. With that in mind, we would
like to gather a gift for the 12 professors who serve our church body at
Immanuel Lutheran High School, College, and Seminary in Eau Claire.
Monetary gifts may be labeled “ILC Prof. gifts” and placed in the offering
plates. Make checks out to “Messiah.” The deadline is Dec. 22.

CLC news

DToday:

DTuesday:

Professor gifts

Friday concert

Looking
Ahead…

7:00 P.M: Advent service.

DThursday:
6:00 P.M: Church council.

DDecember 21st:

6:30 P.M: Women’s group.

DDecember 24th:

6:00 P.M: Christmas Eve
service.

DDecember 25th:

10:30 A.M: Christmas Day
song service.

Wednesday
Advent Service
7 p.m.

WAIT UPON THE LORD!
—-With Rejoicing--

Going, going...!

The insulated mugs on the hall counter are FREE for the taking. Help yourself!

Offering option

Online giving for the Lord’s work is now available at this link: https://messiah.churchtrac.com/give.
Or use the adjacent QR code. Whether online or in person, may our giving be a willing and generous
fruit of faith. “Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under
pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).
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Bible Readings:
12/12

Amos 7:1-9:15
Rev 3:7-22
Ps. 131:1-3
Prov. 29:23

12/13

Obad 1:1-21
Rev 4:1-11
Ps. 132:1-18
Prov. 29:24-25

12/14

Jonah 1:1-4:11
Rev 5:1-14
Ps. 133:1-3
Prov. 29:26-27

12/15

Micah 1:1-4:13
Rev 6:1-17
Ps. 134:1-3
Prov. 30:1-4

12/16

Micah 5:1-7:20
Rev 7:1-17
Ps. 135:1-21
Prov. 30:5-6

12/17

12/18

Nahum 1:1-3:19
Rev 8:1-13
Ps. 136:1-26
Prov. 30:7-9
Hab 1:1-3:19
Rev 9:1-21
Ps. 137:1-9
Prov. 30:10

Hymns and liturgical settings under
copyright are used by permission
through
Concordia
Publishing
House, License #000013843, Onelicense.net, #A-720270, or Creative
Worship for the Lutheran Parish,
Series C, Part 1 ©2021 CPH. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New King
James Version® of the Holy Bible,
©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.

December
Ushers

Cleaning Teams
12/18-12/24

1st:

T. Koch
B. Lillo

Church:

D. Albrecht, Weibye

2nd:

A. Mueller
M. Gescheidle

School:

Mackensen

REJOICE

Advent (15th), Christmas Eve:
J. Barthels, K. Winters
Christmas Day:
M. Plockelman,
A. Plockelman
New Year’s Eve:
J. Serba, K. Winters

Fruits of
Faith

Last Week:

To Date:

Budgetary Offerings:

$17,486.00

$189,544.00

Budgetary Needs:

$7,973.00

$183,379.00

Over (Under) Budget:

$9,513.00

$6,165.00

Missions:

$100.00

$3,640.00

Kinship:

$65.00

$3,947.00

MSAF:

$225.00

Benevolence Fund:

$75.00

Attendance Last Sunday: NA Dec. 8: 65

in the
As a father has compassion
on his children, so the
LORD has compassion on
always!
those who fear him

LORD
(Phil. 4:4)
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(Ps. 103:13)

)

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen.

P: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.
C: The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
P: He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love;
C: He will exult over you with loud singing.

Closing hymn: T he K ing Shall Come W hen M orning Dawns
Hymn: A rise, O Christian People
Confession and Absolution:

P: We confess our sins to God and one another:
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my own
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting
life. Amen.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins. As a called servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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Prayer:

P: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lighting of Advent candle:

Forgive us, Lord, for times when joy was lost,
And moments when we never thought to laugh,
For times when we obsess and despair
And all forget Your steadfast love and care.
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins
And help us live in joy that never ends.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Old Testament lesson:

Zephaniah 3:14-17….God has given us reason to rejoice by taking away our sin
and its punishment so completely that He Himself rejoices in us.
Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your judgments, He has cast out your
enemy, the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall see disaster no more. In
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak.
The LORD your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you
with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.”

Prayer of the Church

Pastor: plain type.
Cong: underlined, boldface type.

Dear Lord God, the Source and Giver of all true and lasting joy: Accept our thanks and
praise for all the blessings You continually pour out upon us for Jesus’ sake. When
we examine our hearts and lives, our guilt is clear. There is nothing good in us by nature.
Grant us true repentance which does not ignore or downplay the seriousness of sin or
make excuses for it. Lead us to humbly confess our unworthiness before You. Then fill
our hearts and lives with the joy of salvation.
May joy be evident to all in overflowing fruits of faith. Work in us a new spirit which
loves to share Your gifts with others. Help us to be kind and honest in all our
dealings, to speak up and defend others, rather than harm them with our words. Grant us
the contentment which comes from trusting in Your grace, not in earthly possessions and
wealth. Make us always prepared to speak the truth in love, to tell others of the Savior’s
coming, and to invite them to join us in hearing Your Word.
When joy is overshadowed by hardship and grief, hear the anxious prayers of Your
people. Provide comfort and healing to the sick. Renew the strength and lift the spirits of
healthcare workers who give of themselves to help those in need. We pray for those
affected by the violent storms in many communities Friday night. Give aid to those
whose homes and possessions were damaged or destroyed. Especially be with those who
mourn the loss of loved ones. Assur e them that ever yone who believes and is
baptized shall be saved and live eternally. May we be reminded of the importance of
being ready for the Lord’s coming at any moment.
We thank You for the joy of family Christmas traditions and other outward ways with
which we mark the season. May they not distract us from Jesus, but instead point us to
the joy He alone brings.
We rejoice in the privilege of bringing You our offerings. In coming days may all our
work, play, and other activities be fruits of an active, living faith in Jesus. In His name
we pray. Amen.

Hymn: O R ejoice, Y e Christians, L oudly
Closing prayer:

P: Dear Father in heaven, thank You for enlightening our hearts and lifting our spirits
with Your Word today. Help us going forward to put our full trust in You for
forgiveness, salvation, and daily direction for our lives. In Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.
3
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Offering
Hymn verse: God Loves Me Dearly
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Epistle lesson:

Philippians 4:4-7….The peace of God is the source of enduring joy.
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.

Choir (first service): People, Look East

Key images of the season are abundant in this French carol. “East” is the direction of the rising sun and
where the magi saw the star which would lead them to the Christ-Child. In stanza two, the stars shape the
“bowl” of the heavens, giving signs of hope beyond “the frosty weather.” The angels’ song, in stanza
three, sets “every peak and valley humming,” an oblique reference to Isaiah 40:4, “Every valley shall be
exalted and every mountain and hill brought low.”
People, look east! People, look east!
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
Ding dong ding dong ding ding ding dong,
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Star, is on the way.
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev’ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming
People, look east today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Hymn (TLH 72): Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
Sermon: Luke 3:7-18

Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’
For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
So the people asked him, saying, “What shall we do then?”
He answered and said to them, “He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has
none; and he who has food, let him do likewise.”
Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what shall
we do?”
And he said to them, “Collect no more than what is appointed for you.”
Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, “And what shall we do?” So he said to them,
“Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.”
Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John,
whether he was the Christ or not, John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you
with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into
His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” And with many other
exhortations he preached to the people.
LIVE JOYFULLY!
I. With humble repentance
II. With fruits of faith

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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