
 
Greeting: 
P: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs 
of praise.   
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the only begotten Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
(Sung) 
 1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her King; 
 Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
 And heav’n and nature sing,… 
 
P: The Lord be with you! 
C: And with your spirit! 
 
P: As the Lord Jesus once came in love and great poverty to be born in a manger in Bethlehem, 
C: So now He comes to us in the richness of His Word. 
 2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let men their songs employ, 
 While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 Repeat the sounding joy… 
 
P: As Jesus once came from heaven to earth to live with people, 
C: So now He comes in the Word, to give the light of the Spirit. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
A time to reflect 
The end of one year and the beginning of the next is a good time to  
reflect on the grace of God shown to us without fail in the past 
year, and to ask His continued presence and blessing in the future. 
Our New Year’s Eve service with the Lord’s Supper is at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday. 

The privilege and joy of prayer 
Among the greatest gifts we have received from God for our 
comfort and encouragement is the invitation to speak with Him 
anytime in prayer. Do you ever hesitate to pray? What makes a 
God-pleasing prayer? What promises come with prayer? Can you 
pray too much? Beginning Wed., Jan. 4, our midweek Bible class 
will take up the topic of prayer. Why not join us?  

Keep in mind... 
Delegates needed: Two delegates and two alternates for  the 
Great Lakes Delegate Conference will be elected at the January 
voters meeting. The conference will be held here at Messiah on 
June 5-6, 2023. If you would be willing to be nominated as a 
delegate or alternate, please contact Pastor or Eric Williams. 
Church cleaning: It may seem like a little thing, but keeping God’s house clean and well maintained 
is an important way of showing love for the Lord and for fellow believers. Sharing the work of your 
cleaning team on its scheduled weeks is appreciated by everyone. If you are unable to clean on a 
particular week, let other team members know. 
Request for auditors: Two voting members are needed to audit the congregation ’s finances for the 
past fiscal year. It will likely only involve a couple of hours of work. Contact Jordan Albrecht if you 
would be willing to help. 

CLC updates: 
Calls: Pastor Tim Daub of Pr ince of Peace Lutheran Church, Hecla, SD, has returned the dual call to 
serve Redemption Lutheran, Lynnwood, WA and Ascension Lutheran, Tacoma, WA.   
Finances: November  offer ings were $100,905 versus disbursements of $112,782. All the boards 
(Missions, Trustees, EdPub, and Regents), receive their major funding from the general fund (often called 
“CBP” offerings or “CLC Mission” offerings), which is currently 20% below the year-to-date budget. 
The ILC Building Committee has produced promotional mater ials for  the new ILC Fieldhouse and 
Fine Arts Center project, which was approved by the 2022 CLC Convention. The PDF presentation can 
be seen at www.tinyurl.com/ilcbp-pres. An impressive video "walk-through" of the future facilities can be 
seen at www.tinyurl.com/ilcbp-walkthru. Additional publicity materials will follow, including an online 
presence and progress reports. Contributions toward this project should be identified as “ILC Building 
Project.”  
Mission Helper trip: The application deadline for  the 2023 Mission Helper  Tr ip to Nepal is quickly 
approaching. Applications need to be submitted by January 16th, 2023. Space is limited for this trip so 
please apply soon. Find more information at: https://mht.lutheranmissions.org/. 
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Looking 

Ahead… 

DThursday: 
6:00 P.M: Adult information. 

DSaturday: 
6:30 P.M: New Year’s Eve 
service with Holy Communion. 

DNext Sunday: 
Usual Sunday schedule 
resumes. 

DJanuary 3rd: 
6:00 P.M: Bd. of Property. 
7:00 P.M: Sunday school 
teachers. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/ilcbp-pres
http://www.tinyurl.com/ilcbp-walkthru
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://mht.lutheranmissions.org/&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1YEH1Fc988davqcSUDHd-M
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P: As He came to heal, to forgive, and to save, 
C: So now He comes to give us the same blessings of His love. 
 
P: Let us praise the great name of the Lord. 
C: Let us sing with our hearts the great songs of His Word. 
 3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
 Nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to make His blessings flow 
 Far as the curse is found… 
 
P: Let us now celebrate His birth. 
C: And tell of His coming to the ends of the earth. 
P: Amen! 
C: Let it be so.  Amen! 
 4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
 And makes the nations prove 
 The glories of His righteousness 
 And wonders of His love… 
 
Prayer: 
C: Grant, Almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in human flesh may 
set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 3:8-15 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the woman's Offspring 
 will crush the serpent's head. 

 
Hymn 362:1-3: O Sing of Christ 

 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 22:15-18 
God promises to faithful Abraham that through his offspring all 

 the nations of the earth will be blessed. 
 

Hymn 352:1-3:  Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 
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Hymn: Peace Came to Earth 
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THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 
Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by the prophet Isaiah. 

 
Hymn 412:1-3:  The People That in Darkness Sat 

 
 
 

FOURTH LESSON:  Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9 
The spiritual peace which Christ will bring  

is portrayed by the total absence of violence. 
 

Hymn: Peace Came to Earth (page 9) 
 
 

FIFTH LESSON:  Isaiah 60:1-6, 19 
The prophet in exile foresees the coming of the glory of the Lord. 

 
Hymn 375:1-4: Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The angel Gabriel greets the blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
Hymn 361: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 96 (selected verses) 
P: Sing to the LORD a new song; 
C: sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 
P: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
C: proclaim his salvation day after day. 
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  Ah, Lord, who hast created all, 
  How weak art Thou, how poor and small, 
  That Thou dost choose Thine infant bed 
  Where humble cattle lately fed! 
 
The angel (left side of church): 
  “This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
  Who in all need shall aid afford; 
  He will Himself your Savior be 
  From all your sins to set you free. 
 
Response of the believing heart (right side of church): 
  Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
  Make Thee a bed, soft undefiled, 
  Within my heart, that it may be 
  A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
 
 ALL: 
  Glory to God in highest heaven, 
  Who unto us His Son hath given! 
  While angels sing with pious mirth 
  A glad new year to all the earth. 
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P: Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
C: The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with 
equity.  
 
P: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
C: let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in 
them. 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON:  Matthew 1:18-23 

The angel tells Joseph of the birth of Jesus. 
 

Hymn 390: Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
 
 

EIGHTH LESSON:  Luke 2:1-14 
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

Pastor:  And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 
 
Men:  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 
 
Women:  So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be 
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 
Pastor:  Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
 
 
 
 

That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name, 
Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and full of 
truth. 
And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 
In the beginning was the Word. 

 
Benediction: 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn TLH 85: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
 Angel (left side of church) 
  “From heav’n above to earth I come 
  To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
  Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
  Whereof I now will say and sing: 
 
  “To you this night is born a child 
  Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
  This little child, of lowly birth, 
  Shall be the joy of all the earth.” 
  
Response of the believing heart (right side of church): 
  Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, 
  Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
  Thou com’st to share my misery; 
  What thanks shall I return to Thee? 
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Teens and younger:  Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the sign 
to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 
 
All:  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” 
 
Hymn 380: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Offering 
 

Christmas Prayer 
P: Lord Jesus, You left Your home in heaven to join us here on this broken earth. You left the 
warmth of Your Father’s embrace to join us in the cold world. You fill us with awe. 
C: Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 
 
  Where Shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 
  I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 
  But there is room and welcome there for me, 
  But there is room and welcome there for me. 
 
 
P: Lord Jesus, we are sinful from birth, but You were born pure and holy. Born of a virgin, You 
chose to rest in a bed of hay. We praise You for Your perfection, and we thank You for choosing 
to rescue us. 
C: Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 
 
  In that unlikely place I find Him as they said: 
  Sweet newborn babe, how frail! And in a manger bed: 
  A still, small voice to cry one day for me… 
 
 
P: You came to die for us, to take our guilt, so we can find a home in heaven. Infant King, we 
confess our sin and rejoice that You have taken it from us. O Jesus, it is good that You have 
made a home for us in heaven with You. 
C: Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 

  How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 
  His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 
  A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me… 
 
 
P: So many don’t know what You have done for us. They think their homes are here. Open our 
mouths to share the wonder of what You did on Christmas. Open our eyes to opportunities, and 
give us wisdom and courage to speak of Your grace. 
C: Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 
 
  Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
  Its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, 
  To die, to live, and not alone for me… 
 
 
P: O Jesus, take these offerings of praise and use them to Your glory. Help us look forward to our 
heavenly home, as we pray the words You taught us: 
C: Our Father…. 
 
 

NINTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:1-11 
The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus.  

 
Hymn 388:  Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 
TENTH LESSON:  John 1:1-14 (Choir) 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 
In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God. And the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning. All things were made through Him. 
And without Him, nothing was made that was made. 
A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to bear witness of the Light. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of the Light that all through Him might 
believe. 
 
 
 


