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Greeting:
P: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joy{:ul noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into His presence with thanlesgiving, let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs
of praise.
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the only Legotten Son, who came from the Fatller, full
of grace and truth.
(Sung)
1. O come, all ye {mtﬁﬁl], ]oyﬁl[ and lz:l'umpﬁaﬂt/
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; J\
Come and bhehold Him Born the king of angels:
Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

P: The Lord be with you!
C: And with your spirit!



P: As the Lord Jesus once came in love and great poverty to be born in a
manger in Bethlehem,
C: So now He comes to us in the richness of His Word.
2 ]‘IIgAest, most Aoly, ngﬁt of LIgAt eternal,
Borm of a virgin, a mortal He comes; )
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!
(Retrain)

P: As Jesus once came from heaven to earth to live with people,

C: So now He comes in the Worc],, to give the light of the Spirit.

P: As He came to heal, to £orgive, and to save,
C: So now He comes to give us the same Llessi.ngs of His love.

P: Let us praise the great name of the Lord.

C: Let us sing with our hearts the great songs of His Word.
3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, )
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
G]ozy to God—1In the Aigﬁest:

(Reﬁ'aiu/

P: Let us now celebrate His birth.
C: And tell of His coming to the ends of the earth.

P: Amen!

C: Let it be so. Amen!
4. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory givn! J\
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing!

(Reﬁ'aiﬂ)

Prayer:

C: Grant, Almighty God, that the birth of Your only—l)egotten Son in human flesh may set us
free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the woman's O[z(s*pring
will crush the serpent’s head.

Hymn 362:1-3: O Sing of Christ
SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to taithtul Abraham that t[zroug]j his ofz{c;pnhg all
the nations of the earth will he hlessed.

Hymn 352:1-3: Let the Ean‘]z Now Praise the Lorc/

THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9:2,6,7
Christ’s birth and /e‘Jhga/()m are foretold Ay the propﬁez‘ [saiabh.

Hymn 412:1-3: The Peop]e That in Darkness Sat

FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1 4 6-9
The spirifua] peace which Christ will éring
1s portra yec] Ay the total absence of violence.

Hymn: Peace Came to Farth (page 8)

FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 60:1-6, 19
The propﬁet in exile foresees the coming of the g]my of the Lord.

Hymn: Lorc], You Were Rich éeyona’ All Sp]ena’or (page 9)

SIXTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-35, 38
The ange] Gabriel greets the blessed Virgin Mary.

Hymn 361: O Little Town of Bethlehem



Responsive Reading: Psalm 96 (selected verses)
: Sing to the LORD a new song;
: sing to the LORD, all the earth.

(@Nge]

P: Sing to the LORD, praise his name;
C: procla:i_m his salvation (],ay after day.

P: Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
C: The world is ﬁmﬂy establishe(l, it cannot be movec],; he will ju(lge the peoples with equity.

P: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
C: let the sea resounc],, and all that is in it; let the fields be jul)ilant, and everytlu'ng in them.

Choir: And the G]ozy of the Lord (Haﬂale] s Messzlaﬁ)
And the g/oz;v of the Lord shall he Ievea]eaé and all Hlesh shall see it togez‘ﬁer; for the
mouth of the Lord hath spojeen 1t.

SEVENTH LESSON: Matthew 1:18-23
The ange/ tells ]osepﬁ of the birth of Jesus.

Hymn 364: Away in a Manger

EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-14
St. Luke tells of the hirth of Jesus.
Pastor: And it came to pass in those clays that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was
governing Syria. So all went to be registerecl, everyone to his own city.

Men: ]oseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Juclea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 1ineage of
Davi(l, to be registerecl with Mary, his betrothed Wi£e, who was with child.



Women: So it was, that while they were there, the &ays were completed for her to be
delivered. And she Lrougl'lt forth her firstborn Son, and wrappecl Him in swa(:lcuing

cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Pastor: Now there were in the same country shephercls hving out in the fields, 12eeping
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before ’them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.

Teens and younger: Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, 1 ]:)ring
you goocl tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this clay

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you:
You will find a Babe Wrappe(l in swacl(ﬂing cloths, 1ying in a manger.”

All: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying: “Glory to God in the highes’c, and on earth peace, goo&wiﬂ toward

1”7
men.

Hymn 380: Hark! The Herald Aﬂgejs Sing

O{{ering

Christmas Prayer
P: Lord Jesus, You left Your home in heaven to join us here on this broken earth. You left the

warmth of Your Father’s embrace to join us in the cold world. You fill us with awe.
C: Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise.

Where Sﬁepﬁem]s A te]y Enelt and x.leept the ange] s Woz'cl,

[ come in halbhelic a pilgrim strangely stirred '[\
But there is room and welcome there for me,

But there is room and welcome there for me.

P: Lord Jesus, we are sinful from birth, but You were born pure and holy. Born of a virgin, You
chose to rest in a bed of hay. We praise You for Your per{ection, and we thank You for choosing

to rescue us.



C: Lord Jesus, accept our o{'Eering of praise.

In that un]iée]y p]ac'e 1 find Him as tAey said: )
Sweet newhorn babe, how tfrail! And in a manger bed:
A still, small voice to cry one (]ay for me...

P: You came to die for us, to take our guil’c, so we can find a home in heaven. Infant King, we
confess our sin and rejoice that You have taken it from us. O Jesus, it is goocl that You have made
a home for us in heaven with You.

C: Lord Jesus, accept our oﬁeri.ng of praise.
How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, )

His prop&ecq'es fultilled? With pouua/ing heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me...

P: So many don’t know what You have done for us. They think their homes are here. Open our
mouths to share the wonder of what You did on Christmas. Open our eyes to opportunities, and
give us wisdom and courage to spealz of Your grace.

C: Lord Jesus, accept our oﬁeri.ng of praise.

Can 1, will I forget how Love was horn, and burned )
Its way into my Aeart—una,suéea& u.u[orc'eal uueameal
To a[ie, to ll've, and not alone for me...

P: O Jesus, take these offerings of praise and use them to Your glory. Help us look forward to our

heavenly home, as we pray the words You taught us:
C: Our Father....

NINTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11
The Wise Men are led Ay the star to Jesus.

Hymn 388: Go Tell It on the Mountain



TENTH LESSON: John 1:1-14

St. ]0]111 unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

Benediction:
P: T]fle LOI‘(], ]:)less you an(], lzeep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: Arnen.

Closing Hymn 387: Joy to the World

(ALL)

Joy to the WOI‘[(Z{ the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let evry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing...

(Women)

(Men)

(ALL)

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs emp/oy,

While tields and zl]ooals, roc]es/ ]zi//S, and p/ains
Repeat the souna/jngjoy. .

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the grouna/,'

He comes to make His é/essings How
Far as the curse is tound. ..

He rules the world with truth and Srace
And makes the nations prove

The g]ories of His rJgA teousness
And wonders of His love...

L L S



Hymn: Peace Came to Ean‘]z
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1 Peace came to earth at last that cho-sen night when an - gels
2 And whocould be the same for hav-ing held the in - fant
3 You showthe Fa -ther none has ev - er seen, in flesh and
4 How else could I have known you, O my God! How else could
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clove the sky with song and light and God em - bod - ied

in their arms and lat - er felt the wound - ed hands and
blood you bore our griefs and pain, in bread and wine you
I have loved you, O my God! How else could I em -
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love and sheathed his might— Who could but gasp: Im-man-u - el
side, all doubts dis-pelled— Who could but sigh: Im-man-u - el!

vis - it us a - gain— Who could but see: Im-man-u - el!
brace you, O my God! Who could but pray: Im-man-u - el
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Who could but sing: Im - man u el!

Who could but shout: Im - man - u - el

Who could but thrill: Im - man - u el!

Who could but praise: Im - man - u - el
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919—2008 r Jr PEACE CAME TO EARTH
Music: Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952; arr. Mark Kellner, 1959—2015, alt. 101010 88
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Hymn: Lord, You Were Rich Aeyona/ All Sp]enalor
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1 Lord, you were rich  be-yond all splen-dor, yet,.forlove’s sake, be-
2 You are our God be-yond all prais-ing, yet, for love’s sake, be -

3 Lord, you are love be-yond all tell - ing; Sav-ior and King, we
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came SO poor; leav - ing your throne in glad sur - ren - der,
came a . man; stoop-ing so low, but sin-ners rais - ing
wor - ship you. Em-man-u - el, with-in us dwell - ing,
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sap - phire-paved courts for sta - ble floor. Lord, you were rich be-
heav’n-ward by your e - ter - nal plan. You are our God be-
make us and Lkeep us pure and true. Lord, you are love be-
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yond all splen-dor, yet, for love’s sake, be - came so poor.
yond all prais - ing, vyet, for love’s sake, be-came a man
yond all tell - ing; Sav-ior and King, we wor-ship you.
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