Announcements
Thank you!

Special thanks to all who helped spring clean the church and
property yesterday.

Sunday school today

“The Passover Promise” is this week’s lesson about God’s
establishment of the Passover. God, through Moses, threatens one
final plague—worse than any previously experienced. Following
God’s instructions, the Israelites make careful preparations for the
Passover, marking their doorposts with the blood of a lamb
prepared for the feast. The final plague takes place at midnight as
all the firstborn throughout Egypt die.
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Easter 5

Good morning! We appreciate your joining our worship family. If you are looking for
an altar at which to commune, please speak to the pastor beforehand. He will be
happy to provide you with the information you would want and need.
Sunday family worship: 8:00 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Sunday school: 9:30 A.M. Bible class: 9:45 A.M.

Today's Worship

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness…” (Gal. 5:22).
Choir (second service/words on p. 9): I Know That My Redeemer Liveth
Greeting and prayer:
Invocation:

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him,
C: in those who hope in His steadfast love.

Like the first disciples, we want to tell the news of a Savior from sin
to everyone. Yet there seem to be so many obstacles in today’s
world to doing that. Wednesday’s online Bible class will discuss
how best to get the saving gospel out to the people in our lives and
beyond.

Voters meeting notes...

Looking
Ahead…
DToday:
12:15 P.M: Public school
confirmation class.

DMonday:
7:00 P.M: Choir.

DTuesday:
7:00 A.M: School staff.
6:30 P.M: Bd. of Property.
7:00 P.M: Sunday school
teachers.

DWednesday:
7:00 P.M: Zoom Bible class.

DSaturday:

Membership: Andr ew Mackensen was r eleased fr om
membership at his request. The membership of Sam Schierenbeck 1:00 P.M: DuPont/Naumann
was transferred to St. John’s, Clarkston, WA at his request. Brittney wedding.
DuPont was welcomed into communicant membership by DMay 13th:
7:00 P.M: Ascension Day
profession of faith.
New flooring: Commer cial gr ade luxur y vinyl plank tile for the service.
sanctuary and carpet for the altar area were approved at a cost not to
exceed $16,000.
2021-22 budget: A budget of $414,588 was adopted for the next fiscal year . This includes a 1.3% cost
of living compensation increase for called workers, increased honorariums for organists, a new honorarium
for videographers, and salary for the third teacher.
Service protocols: The voter s r esolved that for the month of May, fir st ser vice on Sunday will be
mask-required with social distancing in the pews. Second service will be mask-optional with no social
distancing required. Beginning in June all restrictions will be lifted.

CLC news...

Calls: T eacher Nathan Buck , Clar kston, WA has accepted a call to Messiah, Eau Clair e. Pastor
Chad Seybt, Augusta, WI has received a call to St. Paul’s, Melrose WI. Recently colloquized pastor Luke
Willitz, New Ulm, MN has received a call to Redeemer, Bowdle/Zion, Ipswich, SD.
South Carolina camp: Holy Tr inity Ev. Luther an Chur ch will be hosting Chr ist's Explor er s Camp
Thursday, August 12 - Sunday, August 15, in Pigeon Forge, TN! Registration is open to students entering
grade 3-9 for the 2021-22 school year, registration limited to first 25 boys and 25 girls, and then a waiting
list. Camp registration will be starting on Saturday, May 1, at 8am EST. Please contact Sara Kloke for
more details. Runsforfun@aol.com or 803-530-4424.
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Bible Readings:
5/2

Judges 15:1-16:31
John 2:1-25
Ps 103:1-22
Prov 14:17-19

May Ushers

Cleaning Teams
5/8-5/14

1st service:

A Brown
K Ackerman

Church:

Brown, Braun

5/3

Judges 17:1-18:31
John 3:1-21
Ps 104:1-24
Prov 14:20-21

2nd
service:

M Rentas
T Blue

School:

M. Mueller, Quade

Ascension:

5/4

Judges 19:1-20:48
John 3:22-4:3
Ps 104:24-35
Prov 14:22-23

K Abrahamson
M Cutler

5/5

Judges 21:1-Ruth 1:22
John 4:4-42
Ps 105:1-15
Prov 14:25

5/6

Ruth 2:1-4:22
John 4:43-54
Ps 105:16-36
Prov 14:26-27

Over (Under) Budget:

5/7

1 Sam 1:1-2:21
John 5:1-23
Ps 105:37-45
Prov 14:28-29

5/8

1 Sam 2:22-4:22
John 5:24-47
Ps 106:1-12
Prov 14:30-31

Fruits of Faith

Last Week:

To Date:

Budgetary Offerings:

$4,925.00

$378,517.00

Budgetary Needs:

$6,502.00

$279,586.00

($1,577.00)

$98,931.00

Missions:

$0.00

$6,490.00

ILC Building Fund:

$40.00

$545.00

Benevolence Fund:

$370.00

I am the

VINE,

Attendance Last Sunday: 57, 30

You are the
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House, License
#000013843, Onelicense.net, #A-720270, or Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 2 © 2021 CPH. All
rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New King James
Version® of the Holy Bible, ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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BRANCHES

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen.

P: Taste and see that the LORD is good!
C: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
P: May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
C: may the LORD rejoice in His works.

Hymn: Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom

Closing hymn: O Blessed Spring

Confession and Absolution:
Choir (first service): I Know That My Redeemer Liveth
I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand,
and He shall stand the latter day,
the latter day upon the earth!
I know that my Redeemer liveth!
I know that My Redeemer liveth,
And that He shall stand,
and He shall stand that latter day upon the earth!
And though worms destroy this body,
Yet in my flesh shall I see God.
For now is Christ risen,
for now is Christ risen from the dead,
The firstfruit of them that sleep.
For now is Christ risen,
for now is Christ risen from the dead,
The firstfruit of them that sleep.
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P: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy:
C: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to You all
my sins and iniquities with which I have offended You. By nature I am a sinful
creature. In thought, word, and deed I have continually transgressed Your Law.
For this I justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of the
sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a
penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your
Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with true
repentance.
P: As you believe, so let it be. As a called servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Prayer:

P: Risen Lord, You are the Vine and we are the branches. Apart from You there is no
life. By Baptism You have grafted us into Your gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide
in us and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Communion hymn: Y our T able I A pproach

First lesson:

Acts 8:26-40….By Word and Baptism the Spirit joins people to Christ.
Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south
along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. So he arose
and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the
queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem
to worship, was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”
So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”
And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come
up and sit with him.
The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the
slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His
humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His
life is taken from the earth.”
So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say
this, of himself or of some other man?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at
this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said,
“See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” Then Philip said, “If you
believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him
no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus. And
passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

The Distribution and moment of silence for prayer
Nunc Dimittis:

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.
All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three-in-One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.

3

8

The Service of the Sacrament

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, Lord, our God,
for You have shown mercy to all in Christ our Redeemer, the Vine. Receive our thanks
that as His branches, we are created to bear fruit. Unite our praises with those of all the
faithful who are connected to Christ, and join them with the unending praise of angels,
archangels and all the company of heaven, evermore glorifying You and saying:

Epistle lesson:

1 John 3:18-24…The testimony of the Holy Spirit in the Word and the works of
believers prompted by faith are evidence that we are children of God.
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And
by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if
our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. And
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do
those things that are pleasing in His sight. And this is His commandment: that we should
believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us
commandment. Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him.
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things
were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn: Chief of Sinners T hough I Be
The Lord’s Prayer:
Words of Institution:
7
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Sermon: John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out
as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they
are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
The Secret to a Productive Life
I. Stay connected to Jesus.
II. Trust the Father’s pruning.
III. Bear much fruit.

Responsive Prayer of the Church:
Pastor: plain type
Cong: underlined, boldface type

Dear Lord God, Creator and preserver of all life: We praise You for the sunshine,
warmth, and new growth of this spring season. The emerging flowers and other plants,
the fresh leaves on trees, and the fragrance of blossoms add joy to the day.
But especially we thank You for our new spiritual life in Jesus the Vine. Joined to Him
by faith we have forgiveness and peace with You. By the Spir it’s power we produce
fruit to Your glory. Through Word and Sacrament preserve us as Your children. May
we not take the Bible for granted, but look forward each day to reading and studying it
and seeing Jesus always more clearly. Refresh our souls this morning with His body
and blood and fill us with such gratitude for salvation that we cannot help but tell
others about the Savior. Hear our pr ayer s and may they always r eflect love and
trust in You. Receive our thanks for Your blessings and provide Your help in all
troubles of body or soul.
We thank You for the gift of our families who provide companionship and support
along life’s journey. May we be a blessing to parents, children, brothers and sisters, as
they are to us. We pr ay that You would gr ant Your pr esence and love to Br ittney
DuPont and Brian Naumann as they prepare for their wedding on Saturday. Cause their
love for You and one another to grow stronger with each passing day. Gr ant them
many joys and shared adventures in the years ahead. May they build their new life
together on the solid rock of Christ Jesus, that they may be safe and secure no
matter what trials may come.
By Your direction of all creation and the orderly progression of seasons, remind us that
You control all things for the good of Your Church. Protect our lives and property
through good government and fair laws. Heal the sick. Calm those who are anxious and
comfort all who mourn.
Help us, Lord, in the coming week to be good stewards of the time you give us. In
whatever tasks You place before us, may we work at them with all our heart to
glorify You. Help us to appr eciate r est and r ecr eation as good gifts fr om Your
loving hand and to use them in ways pleasing to You. May we not think only of
ourselves, but use our gifts and talents to serve our neighbor. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Hymn: Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
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